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as profligate with the great riches of his mind as he was
with the riches they earned for him.

Before Adam, his dramatisation of evolution and primitive
life, is still read with delight by Americans. The Road,
though it received scant attention when released, is now
recognised as one of our few genuine source books on tramp
life. Love of Life includes some of his most finely wrought
Alaskan tales. Written for the cash he needed to pour into
the Snark, the excellence of these tales indicate that some
men who write for literature, with nary a tarnishing thought
of money in mind, can create trash, while others who write
for money can create literature. A man's gifts, and not
what he plans to do with the rewards of those gifts, are the
determining factors. Jack had a love of truth, an ability to
think straight, a vigorous education, a deep understanding
of people, and the courage to say what he felt and thought.
Coupled with this richness and integrity of mind was a
native story-teller's gift whipped into shape by hard and
intelligent work. The fact that he needed money had not
caused him to give short measure or sabotage his craft; his
career was founded on the belief that good work deserved
good money.

Brett's prediction about The Iron Heel proved accurate;
the majority of newspapers did not mention its publication;
the few that did declared that " the hand of the law should
descend heavily upon him." Ignored, unfavourably reviewed,
the book received no recognition and no sale except among
the handful of Marxian socialists in America. Ten years later
it was to emerge as one of the world's great classics of
revolution, and to make of Jack London a veritable God to
the Russian people. Bitter as was the capitalist press against
The Iron Heel, the socialist press, which the year before had
berated him for walking out on a luxurious yacht when there
was so much work to be done at home, was even more bitter.
He was accused of betraying the Cause, of antagonising the
public by preaching bloodshed, of alienating the party
membership, which was peaceful and wanted socialism to
filter through gradually by means of education, legislation